All positive sera were then stored at -20°C until the end of the trial for re-testing if necessary. Capillary blood was obtained by finger prick and the Monosticon test done immediately.
A number of rapid tests for the detection of the heterophile antibody found in infectious mononucleosis have been devised and this report is concerned with the evaluation of another such testthe Monosticon rapid slide test (Organon). This test is designed for use with capillary blood as well as serum so that it can be used to give an instant result in situations where access to laboratory services is not readily available. This paper deals mainly with the serum test, although a smaller comparative trial using capillary blood is also described. One volume (approximately 0-03 ml) of unheated serum is placed in the test circle and 1 volume of guinea-pig kidney extract added and mixed well with a disposable stirrer. One volume of the sheep/horse cell antigen is added and again mixed well. The test slide is rocked gently for two minutes and observed for the presence of agglutination. The procedure for capillary blood is similar except that the initial volume of blood is larger (approximately 0-06 ml).
Each new batch of Monosticon reagents was titrated against a reference serum of known titre to ensure that the sensitivity of the test was unaltered.
PAUL-BUNNELL ABSORPTION TEST
The method used was that described by Dacie and Lewis (1968) based on the technique of Barrett (1941) 
CRITERIA FOR THE DIAGNOSIS OF INFECTIOUS MONONUCLEOSIS
The Paul-Bunnell absorption test was considered to be positive for infectious mononucleosis if the unabsorbed serum showed a sheep cell agglutination titre of at least 56 and if the titre fell by not more than three tubes after absorption with guinea-pig kidney and at least four tubes after absorption with ox red cells (Davidsohn and Lee, 1969) . If the unabsorbed titre was 28, incomplete absorption with guinea-pig kidney and complete removal with ox red cells was taken as presumptive evidence for infectious mononucleosis. The white cell changes considered to be characteristic of infectious mononucleosis were a lymphocytosis of at least 4 500/cmm of which a significant number were atypical in appearance.
Results
The Monosticon and Paul-Bunnell tests were done on 200 sera (Table I) (Davidsohn and Lee, 1969; Basson and Sharp, 1969) . It is essential that rapid tests include absorption with guinea-pig kidney extract to differentiate the infectious mononucleosis antibody from other heterophile antibodies. The use of horse erythrocytes instead of sheep erythrocytes has been recommended to increase the sensitivity of the test, especially when antibody is present in low titre (Lee, Davidsohn, and Slaby, 1968 
